
 

4087 West Broadway • Robbinsdale, MN 55422 
Phone: 763-537-4561 

 

October 29, 2023 

Formed in His Heart, Serving with His Heart, Giving From His Heart 

Saturday—Lord’s Day Vigil 
4:00 PM Mass of Anticipation 

  

  Sunday— The Lord’s Day 
  8:00 AM Mass - In Church 
10:00 AM  Mass - In Church 
11:40 AM Latin Mass - In Church 
 

Daily Mass Times 
Monday: 
 8:00 AM Communion Service  
 followed by Lauds/Morning Prayer 
Tuesday — Saturday: 
 8:00 AM Mass 
 followed by Lauds/Morning Prayer 
 

Holy Day Mass Times 
  Consult the bulletin 
 

Penance and Reconciliation 
Tuesday — Saturday Morning: 
  7:40 — 7:55 AM 
Saturday Afternoon: 
  3:00  — 3:45 PM 
Or by appointment  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
The Sacred Heart Chapel will be 
open for personal prayer and 
adoration before the monstrance on 
Thursdays from 9AM-8:30PM     
  

Parish Office Hours 
Monday  8:30 AM — 2:30 PM 
Tues.-Thurs. 8:30 AM-4:30 PM 
Friday 8:30 AM-4:30 PM 
 

Parish Web Site  
  www.shrmn.org 
 

Parish Phone: 763-537-4561 

Sacred Heart Catholic School 
   Pre-K through 8th grade 
  4050 Hubbard Avenue North 
  Robbinsdale, MN 55422 

School Web Site 
sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org 

School Phone: 763-537-1329   
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Parish Directory  
Phone: 763-537-4561 
General Email: contact@shrmn.org 
 
Worship  
Priest, Fr. Bryan J.B. Pedersen….....ext. 6240 
fr.bpedersen@shrmn.org        763-285-6240 
Deacon, Dr. James Ramsey………….ext. 6244 
jramsey@shrmn.org                 763-285-6244 
Music, Jamie Schmidt ..……………….ext. 6287 
 jschmidt@shrmn.org              763-285-6287 
 

Faith Formation  
Director of Adult Faith Formation 
  Bunny Brouillard……………..……..…ext. 6247    
bbrouillard@shrmn.org         763-285-6247  
Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
 Matthew Kruc…………………………….ext. 6243 
 mkruc@shrmn.org                  763-285-6243 
Faith Formation Associate 
  Morgan Leisgang…………...…………ext. 6246    

mleisgang@shrmn.org           763-2856246 
  

Pastoral Care  
Priest, Fr. Bryan J.B. Pedersen……..ext. 6240 

fr.bpedersen@shrmn.org     763-285-6240  
 Deacon, Dr. James Ramsey…..……ext. 6244          

jramsey@shrmn.org              763-285-6244 
 

Parish Administration  
Bus. Admin., Mary Daugherty………ext. 6241 
  mdaugherty@shrmn.org       763-285-6241 
Bookkeeper, Diane Yazvec……...…..ext. 6242                      
  dyazvec@shrmn.org              763-285-6242 
Facility Manager and Maintenance 
  Mark Sazama……………...…………...ext.  6245 
  msazama@shrmn.org           763-285-6245 
Admin. Asst. Facility Scheduling, Office 
  Maggie Powell…………...…………….ext. 6248 
  maggiep@shrmn.org            763-285-6248 
Sacramental Records 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Bunny Brouillard………………..…….ext. 6247 
  bbrouillard@shrmn.org       763-285-6247 
 

School 
Main Office: 763-537-1329 
Principal, Karen Bursey……..…………ext. 6255 
   kbursey@sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org 
Admin. Asst. Records,  
   Sarah Bowback………….………..….ext. 6257 
    sbowback@sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org 
 

The Church of the Sacred Heart is 
served by the clergy of the 
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis 
 

  Priest Staff:   Fr. Bryan J.B. Pedersen 
 
  Deacon:          Dr. James Ramsey 
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Administration 

Appointed Daily Readings 
Monday, Oct. 30—Saturday, Nov. 4 
Monday: Rom 8:12-17/Ps 68:2 and 4, 6-7ab, 
20-21/Lk 13:10-17  
Tuesday: Rom 8:18-25/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-
3, 4-5, 6/Lk 13:18-21  
Wednesday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-
4ab, 5-6/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a  
Thursday: Wis 4:7-14/Ps 25:6, and 7b, 17-
18, 20-21/Rom 5:17-21/Mt 11:25-30  
Friday: Rom 9:1-5/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-
20/Lk 14:1-6  
Saturday: Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29/Ps 
94:12-13a, 14-15, 17-18/Lk 14:1, 7-11   

Latin Mass Sunday Readings 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Epistle: “Brethren: Giving thanks to God 
the Father…” (Col 1:12020) 
Gradual: “He shall rule from sea to 
sea…” (Ps 71:8, 11)  
Gospel: “At that time: Pilate said to Je-
sus…” (Jn 18:33-37) 

Appointed Sunday Readings 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time-10/29/2023 
First Reading: “You shall not wrong any 
widow or orphan. If ever you wrong them 
and they cry out to me, I will surely hear 
their cry. My wrath will flare up, and I will 
kill you with the sword; then your own 
wives will be widows, and your children 
orphans.” (Ex 22:21-23) 
Psalm: I love you, Lord, my strength. (Ps 18) 
Second Reading: For they themselves 
openly declare about us what sort of recep-
tion we had among you, and how you 
turned to God from idols to serve the living 
and true God and to await his Son from 
heaven. (1 Thes 1:9-10) 
Gospel: “You shall love the Lord, your God, 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.” (Mt 22:37)   

Prayers of the Faithful 
Please remember In your  prayers:  
Those Who Are Ill: Michael Murry, Joanne 
Radmacher Johnson 
 

With Chronic Health Concerns: 
Tom Ambrose, Brady Swenson, Mary Jo 
Faustgen, Andrea DeOtis, Medard Keisershot, 
Cody Binstock, Carol Borman, Kelly Van-
Schalk, Tori Prince, Joyce Hanauska 
 

Those Serving In Our Armed Forces: Sam 
Dahlgren-Castilla, Justin Rathbun,  Liam Greg-
ory, Jordan Reese, Andrew Gladitsch, Cathal 
& Cormac O’Connor, Lisette Knaeble, Zachary 
Wilhelmi, Lily Wilson, Joseph Eckman       
   
Those Who Have Died Recently:  
 Gary Reese 

Stewardship-Your Commitment is Vital  !  

Collections for October 14-15, 2023 (week 16) Dollars # Donors  

  Sunday Envelope Collections  $3,802.00 64  

  Electronic Donations  $8,399.09 60  

  Plate (non envelope) Collections  $995.60    

Total Collections for week  16  $13,196.69 124  

Year-to-date Sunday Collections     

  This Year Last Year (Behind)  

Actual versus last year October 15, 2023 (week 16)  $187,575 $174,157 $13,418  
       

  This Year   Budget   (Behind)   

Actual versus Budget October 15, 2023 (week 16)  $187,575 $173,453 $14,122  

Quarterly Contribution Statements 

3rd Quarter Statements have been mailed. If there are any errors or you have questions, 
please contact the Parish Office. Please note that if you did not have any contributions in 

the 3rd quarter, you did not receive a statement. All parishioners with any contributions for 
2023 will receive an annual statement in January 2024.  

2024 Calendars 

2024 Calendars are now available at the main entrances of the church.  

“Thank You!” 

A special thank you to Renee Buchanan and her team for all their hard work in making the 
annual Fall Treasure Hunt a success. An incredible amount of work goes into this monu-

mental effort of helping many of us get rid of our “treasures”. The work of the those who 
helped with set-up, work during the sale and take-down is greatly appreciated! 

All Saints Day Masses 

Tuesday, October 31st 
5:30pm Anticipatory Mass 
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 1st 
8:00am School Mass 
5:30pm Latin Mass 
7:00pm Mass With Faith Formation Families 

Day of the Dead combines the ancient Aztec 
custom of celebrating ancestors with All 
Souls' Day, a holiday that Spanish invaders 
brought to Mexico starting in the early 1500s. 
The holiday, which is celebrated mostly in 
Mexico on November 1-2, is like a family 
reunion-except dead ancestors are the guests 
of honor. Day of the Dead is a joyful time that 
helps people remember the deceased and 
celebrate their memory.  

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/mexico


To Join Sacred Heart Parish 
If you are new to our community, or have 
been attending Mass here but have not yet 
joined Sacred Heart call 763-537-4561 or 
stop in the parish office to register. 
 

Sacrament of Initiation — RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
To join the Catholic Church call Bunny 
Brouillard in the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism for 
Infants and Children (RCIC) 
Baptism for Infants and young Children is 
celebrated on the first & third Sundays of 
the month at 1 PM. Pre-Baptism Class 
meets on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7 PM. To make arrangements call 
Bunny Brouillard in the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
If you are in High School or an Adult who 
has yet to receive Confirmation contact 
Matt Kruc or Bunny Brouillard in the Parish 
Office to make arrangements. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
If you or your child have not yet made your 
First Holy Communion contact Bunny 
Brouillard. If you are shut in and would like 
to receive Holy Communion contact 
Deacon Ramsey to make arrangements 
 

Sacrament of Penance  
See the schedule for confessions or contact 
Fr. Pedersen to make an appointment. To 
receive instruction on making a first 
confession contact the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing 
To make arrangements to receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick or Last Rites contact 
the Parish Office.  
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Registered Parishioners should call Father 
Pedersen or Deacon Ramsey at least 8 
months in advance of the wedding date to 
make arrangements. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Orders 
Catholic Men contact Fr. Pedersen or 
Deacon Ramsey for more information on 
joining the Diaconate or Priesthood.  
 

Sunday School 
Open to children ages 3 years through 
Kindergarten. Meets during the 10 AM 
Mass October through April. Please call 
Morgan Leisgang in the Parish Office. 
 

Religious Education 
For students grades 1—10. Meets Wed. 
evening 6:30pm—7:45pm, Oct. through 
April. Please call Morgan Leisgang or Matt 
Kruc in the Parish Office.  
 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church   •   4   •   October 29, 2023 

Sacred Heart Catholic School 

Congratulations to our SHCS soccer 
team 
Our soccer team won the champi-
onship game in the Tier Two Playoff 
bracket. Congratulations to our 
players. Thank you to Dan 
Nordstrom and Aaron Lahr for 
coaching. 
Wreath Pick up November 16-17  
2:00-6:00 pm. 
Thank you for ordering your holiday 
decorations from Sacred Heart 
Catholic School. Please pick up your 
decorations on Nov. 16-17 from Fr. 
Pedersen’s garage. 

Save the Date-Annual Gala   
Please save Friday, February 9th for our annual gala. Our theme this year is Denim & Diamonds.  
We have some fun surprises planned for the evening. We look forward to a great night. 
 
Like our Facebook Page - Sacred Heart Catholic School Robbinsdale, MN Alumni/Parent 
http://www.facebook.com/SHCSRobbinsdale 
 Follow us on Twitter - https://twitter.com/SHCSRobbinsdal1 

     News From Other Sources-Saint Biography 

Celestina Bottego was born on December 20, 1895, in Glendale, Ohio to an Irish immigrant mother 
and an Italian immigrant father. When she was 15 her father had to return to Parma, Italy to care for 
her grandparents. Bottego remained behind with her mother to help care for her younger siblings. 
As a youth, Bottego and her family lived in Montana where she was mentored by two religious wom-
en, Sisters Mida and Perfecta of the Sisters of Charity in Leavenworth, who encouraged her in her 
faith formation. A bright youth, she scored the highest score in the entire state of Montana on her 
8th grade state exams, winning her a feature in the local newspaper, The Butte Miner! Eventually 
she, her mother, and her siblings joined her father in Italy, and she finished her education there. 
Upon graduation she became a teacher. During her decades of teaching, Bottego, being inspired by 
another mentor, a local Benedictine abbot, decided to become a Benedictine Oblate at age 26. She 
also went on to found her diocesan chapter of the lay Catholic organization, Catholic Action, dedi-
cating countless hours to charitable work — even providing a home for homeless youth in her fami-
ly’s basement, catechizing them and helping them get on their feet. Her sister Mary became a Fran-
ciscan missionary to India during this time and, in 1935, when Bottego was 40, she took a month off 
to visit Mary and serve alongside her. While she was in India she cared for the sick and baptized over 
40 babies! Once Bottego returned from India, she began work as an English teacher at the Institute 
of the Xaverian Missionaries in the diocese of Parma. Her superior at the Institute suggested she 
establish a women’s branch of the Missionaries. Initially she declined the idea but, she eventually 
she changed her mind and founded the Xavier Missionaries Sisters of Mary in 1945. Bottego became 
the General Superior of the order and was affectionately known by Mother Celestine by the women 
she served. Her Congregation stood out because they wore no habits, instead choosing to dress for 
the work that they would be doing among the people that they served, appearing as lay people in-
stead of in the traditional garb of the women religious of the time. During a short stint with the Sis-
ters in Massachusetts, she was supported in the decision to forgo the habit by American Bishop Ful-
ton Sheen and many more. While serving as General Superior, Mother Celestine had a reputation of 
being a practical woman with a calm demeanor and a love of literature and humor. She was some-
one who cared to get to know those around her. Throughout her entire adult life, she exchanged 
letters with her family, friends, and her fellow sisters all over the world exclaiming that she loved 
staying up to date with all of their activities.  Her reputation as a leader grew and she was invited to 
the opening sessions for the Second Vatican Council in Rome. She served as General Superior until 
she retired from the position 1966. In 1980 she died of breast cancer at age 85 and was declared 
venerable in 2013. 
 

(Prayer Source: https://www.fondazionesantiac.org/venerabile/celestina-bottego/bottego-
celestina/) 

© LPi 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http:/www.facebook.com/SHCSRobbinsdale?ref=stream___.YXAzOmNzaDphOm86MmEzMDI5ZDRmZTFkOWMzYjM3NjIzODFjY2I1MWJhMDc6NjozNWU2OmVlOWQ5M2FlMjU5NWJjNWJkYjFhZmRkZjg0YzBlM2FkMjUzYTgxMDE5NjI1NThhYzlmY2Q0ZmFlZGQ2Y2RiMGQ6cDpU
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Faith Formation 

Parish Prayer Line 
To be placed on the prayer line call  the 
Parish Office 763-537-4561. You can also 
send in your request via e-mail:  
cshadmin@shrmn.org  

  
  

Chapel Open for Prayer: 

• Monday: 8:30am-2:30pm 

• Tues.-Wed.:8:30am-4:30pm 

•  Friday: 8:30am-4:30pm 
  
 

Confessions 
Daily Tuesday-Saturday 7:40-7:55a.m. 

 Saturdays 3:00-3:45pm 
   

 Thursday Eucharistic Adoration 
 9:00am-8:30pm 

Mass Intentions 
 **This Schedule is subject to change** 
October-November 

Sun.    29   8:00 AM   Philip Andrzejek+     
                 10:00 AM   Parishioners                              
Latin        11:40 AM   Celebrant’s Intention     
Mon.  30   8:00 AM   Communion Service 
Tues.  31   8:00 AM   Margaret West+ 
   5:30 PM   Wendell J. Ryan+ 
Wed.    1   8:00 AM   Lambert Hoeben+ 
Latin   5:30 PM   Celebrant’s Intention 
   7:00 PM   Juliana Ocampo        
Thu.      2   8:00 AM   The Deceased members  
          of the Tom Hammrich Family+     
Fri.        3   8:00 AM   The Students & Staff of 
                     the St. Paul Seminary     
Sat.       4   8:00 AM   Living & Deceased+ 
                     Members of the SHCCW     
                    4:00 PM   Eugene Hanuska+     
Sun.      5   8:00 AM   Liz Hoeben+    
                  10:00 AM   Parishioners                   
Latin         11:40 AM   Wayne T. Ertel+       
 

 

 

 
The Bible Timeline:  

The Story of Salvation  
Developed by Jeff Cavins 

Session 13: Divided Kingdom-Part 1 
 Divided Kingdom-Part 1:In this session we will look at the readings  

pertaining to the Northern Kingdom, Israel.  
Session 13 on Tuesday November 7    1:00pm or 7:00pm Sessions.  

 Questions call Bunny: Direct Line: 763-285-6247          contact@shrmn.org 

A Bible Study on the Luminous Mysteries 
After Mass on Saturday, November 11 and after the 8 and 10am 
Masses on Sunday November 12, in the Marian Rooms 
Session 3: The Proclamation of the Kingdom:  Have you ever want-
ed to grow in your understanding and devotion to the Luminous 
Mysteries of the Rosary? Join Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp as they sit down with profes-
sors at the Augustine Institute Graduate School to discuss the biblical roots of the Lumi-
nous Mysteries.  

Pre-Baptism Classes 

PRE-BAPTISM CLASSES 
Pre-Baptism Classes are offered at Sacred Heart on the Second 
Tuesday of the month. All parents are required to attend a pre-
baptism class before the Baptism of their first child or if it has been 
over three years since they last attended a pre-baptism class. Our next scheduled session is 
Tuesday November 14 at 7pm in the Activities Building. If you plan to attend this session, 
please call the Parish Office at 763-537-4561. 

 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

The Prayer Table  
In the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd atrium, the children know that the Bible will always 
be available at the Prayer Table, so that the child can come and lovingly look at it and listen 
to it; so the child may become familiar with it and little by little, when they are older, to 
read God’s Word. We still have some needs to complete the atrium. You can purchase the 
following items by clicking on the link and bringing them to the parish office or by writing 
a check to Sacred Heart and putting the intended item in the memo line. Please notify 
Morgan Leisgang at 763-285-6246 or mleisgang@shrmn.org if you have ordered some-
thing or written a check. 

News From Other Sources 

Partner or Servant: What are we looking for when we look for AI? 
We all know that computers are excellent tools.  But recent advances in AI seem to promise 
more.  Robots are being designed as caregivers and even as sexual partners.  Programs such as 
ChatGPT and Midjourney act as collaborators or relational partners.  As Christians we are called to be 
in relationship with each other and with God.  Are we now extending this call to computers?  We will 
examine what it takes for a relationship to be fully authentic, with each other, with God, and with AI. 
Nov. 10, presentation from 9am -1pm, Emmaus Hall, Saint John's University, Collegeville. Synchro-
nous. Free event. Registration is required: www.collegevilleMN.com/theologyday, 320-363-3560 or 
theologyday@csbsju.edu.  

mailto:cshadmin@shrmn.org
mailto:mleisgang@shrmn.org
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2F___http%3A%2F%2Fwww.collegevilleMN.com%2Ftheologyday___.YXAzOmNzaDphOm86NTBhZjU3ZmNjMzQyOTdhMzg4ZjdlZWEyMWQyYzM4NmQ6NjpjMDM2OjJkYWFiNDE2ZjdhYmNjZTcwMGRjYjMyZjhkNjRmOGY4N
mailto:theologyday@csbsju.edu


Sacred Heart Catholic Church   •   6   •   October 29, 2023 

Calendar of Events 

NEAR 

Respect Life Ministry 

“Survived 25 Club” 

Sunday, October 29– 30th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
  7:30 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
10:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
11:40 AM   Latin Mass: Fr. Pedersen   
 

Monday, October 30– St. Marcellus the Centuri-
on, 309 
 7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
 8:00 AM   Communion Service 
                    Morning Prayer 
 

Tuesday, October 31–All Hallows’ Eve 
St. Alphonsus Rodriguez, 1617 
 7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
 7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
 8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen   
                   Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
 5:30 PM   Mass: Anticipation of All Saints Day 
 

Wednesday, November 1–All Saints Day (Holy 
Day of Obligation)   
 7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
 7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
 8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen   
                   Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
 5:30 PM   Latin Mass 
 7:00 PM   Mass: Faith Formation Families 
 

Thursday, November 2– All Souls Day   
 7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
 7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
 8:00 AM   Mass:  Fr. Pedersen 
                   Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
Adoration following Mass till 8:30 PM 
 

Friday, November 3– St. Martin de Porres, 1639 
(Trad.)  
  7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
                    Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
 

Saturday, November 4– St. Charles Borromeo, 
1584 (Trad.)  
  7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
                    Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
  3:00 PM   Confessions till 3:45 PM 
  4:00 PM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
  5:15 PM   Vespers 
 

Sunday, November 5– 31st Sunday in Ordinary 
Time  
  7:30 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
10:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
11:40 AM   Latin Mass: Fr. Pedersen   
   
Like and Follow the Church of the Sacred Heart 

40 Days for Life Twin Cities Fall 2023 
What HOUR will you PRAY?   

6am to 6pm Daily thru November 5, 2023 
*Closing Prayer Vigil – Sunday, November 5 at 3:00 p.m. 

Planned Parenthood, 671 Vandalia St, St. Paul, MN 55114 
Pro-Life Action Ministries invites all to join us at one of the 

Midwest’s largest abortion facilities, in this international movement of prayer and 
fasting, peaceful vigil and community outreach to end abortion. 

Sacred Heart Cenacle 

Sacred Heart Parish is forming a Prayer Group, meeting on the 
First Saturday of the Month.  

We will be praying for the conversion of our loved ones, children, 
grandchildren, relatives and friends. Come join us in community on 
November 4th at 8am Mass followed by the Rosary in the St. Joseph 
Room, to petition the Lord our God and ask for the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Children are welcome. Father Pedersen will 
be hearing confessions from 9-9:30am in church. 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS 
Please keep the following couples and their intentions in your prayers: 

 

                                       Thomas & Jean Zolik  67 years 
                                   George & Annette Master  62years 
                                   John & Shirley Janzen  54 years 
                                   Tim & Marilyn Condoluci  48 years 
                                   Butch & Carol Borman  45 years 
                                   Mike & Marlene DeOtis  44 years 
                                   Stephen & Linda Santa  37 years 
                                        Bill & Mary Daugherty  36 years 

 

May God continue to bless you and keep you strong in your vocation of marriage! 
These amazing marriages are being brought to you by the “Survived 25 Club”.   

If you would like your marriage of 25 years or more recognized please call us now. 
Laurel Murry 763-535-4101 Anne Hedlund 763-535-4275  

One of the nobler blessings of marriage is the promise that we can actually  
make each other holy and pleasing to God.  

Because marriage is a sacrament, husbands and wives can receive supernatural grace 
to help them love each other as Jesus loves them, to forgive each other as he forgives, 

and to be faithful to each other as Jesus is faithful to us.  

Christmas Toy Distribution 
Make Christmas brighter for area children, youth, and teens as this pop-

ular NEAR event returns to the Crystal Community Center in mid-
December! Make donations of toys and gift items for boys and girls ages 
birth to 18 (with largest need from ages 9 to 18). Popular items include 
stuffed animals, gloves (youth/teen sizes), sports balls and gear, elec-

tronics, fleece throw blankets, and art kits. Monetary donations to NEAR 
for the even are also very helpful as they allow volunteers to catch the best sales and 
stretch every dollar! If writing a check, please note “Toy Distribution” in memo line.  
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