
 

4087 West Broadway • Robbinsdale, MN 55422 
Phone: 763-537-4561 

 

November 5, 2023 

Formed in His Heart, Serving with His Heart, Giving From His Heart 

Saturday—Lord’s Day Vigil 
4:00 PM Mass of Anticipation 

  

  Sunday— The Lord’s Day 
  8:00 AM Mass - In Church 
10:00 AM  Mass - In Church 
11:40 AM Latin Mass - In Church 
 

Daily Mass Times 
Monday: 
 8:00 AM Communion Service  
 followed by Lauds/Morning Prayer 
Tuesday — Saturday: 
 8:00 AM Mass 
 followed by Lauds/Morning Prayer 
 

Holy Day Mass Times 
  Consult the bulletin 
 

Penance and Reconciliation 
Tuesday — Saturday Morning: 
  7:40 — 7:55 AM 
Saturday Afternoon: 
  3:00  — 3:45 PM 
Or by appointment  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
The Sacred Heart Chapel will be 
open for personal prayer and 
adoration before the monstrance on 
Thursdays from 9AM-8:30PM     
  

Parish Office Hours 
Monday  8:30 AM — 2:30 PM 
Tues.-Thurs. 8:30 AM-4:30 PM 
Friday 8:30 AM-4:30 PM 
 

Parish Web Site  
  www.shrmn.org 
 

Parish Phone: 763-537-4561 

Sacred Heart Catholic School 
   Pre-K through 8th grade 
  4050 Hubbard Avenue North 
  Robbinsdale, MN 55422 

School Web Site 
sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org 

School Phone: 763-537-1329   
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     Pastor’s Page  Fr. Bryan J.B. Pedersen 
Parish Directory  
Phone: 763-537-4561 
General Email: contact@shrmn.org 
 
Worship  
Priest, Fr. Bryan J.B. Pedersen….....ext. 6240 
fr.bpedersen@shrmn.org        763-285-6240 
Deacon, Dr. James Ramsey………….ext. 6244 
jramsey@shrmn.org                 763-285-6244 
Music, Jamie Schmidt ..……………….ext. 6287 
 jschmidt@shrmn.org              763-285-6287 
 

Faith Formation  
Director of Adult Faith Formation 
  Bunny Brouillard……………..……..…ext. 6247    
bbrouillard@shrmn.org         763-285-6247  
Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
 Matthew Kruc…………………………….ext. 6243 
 mkruc@shrmn.org                  763-285-6243 
Faith Formation Associate 
  Morgan Leisgang…………...…………ext. 6246    

mleisgang@shrmn.org           763-2856246 
  

Pastoral Care  
Priest, Fr. Bryan J.B. Pedersen……..ext. 6240 

fr.bpedersen@shrmn.org     763-285-6240  
 Deacon, Dr. James Ramsey…..……ext. 6244          

jramsey@shrmn.org              763-285-6244 
 

Parish Administration  
Bus. Admin., Mary Daugherty………ext. 6241 
  mdaugherty@shrmn.org       763-285-6241 
Bookkeeper, Diane Yazvec……...…..ext. 6242                      
  dyazvec@shrmn.org              763-285-6242 
Facility Manager and Maintenance 
  Mark Sazama……………...…………...ext.  6245 
  msazama@shrmn.org           763-285-6245 
Admin. Asst. Facility Scheduling, Office 
  Maggie Powell…………...…………….ext. 6248 
  maggiep@shrmn.org            763-285-6248 
Sacramental Records 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Bunny Brouillard………………..…….ext. 6247 
  bbrouillard@shrmn.org       763-285-6247 
 

School 
Main Office: 763-537-1329 
Principal, Karen Bursey……..…………ext. 6255 
   kbursey@sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org 
Admin. Asst. Records,  
   Sarah Bowback………….………..….ext. 6257 
    sbowback@sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org 
 

The Church of the Sacred Heart is 
served by the clergy of the 
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis 
 

  Priest Staff:   Fr. Bryan J.B. Pedersen 
 
  Deacon:          Dr. James Ramsey 

 

 

On Praying for the Dead: Biblical Testimony 
In the second book of Maccabees there is an account of a battle where the armies of Judas Macca-
beus are successful, as in any battle though some of his soldiers fell. It is what was discovered on 
them that caused Judas Maccabeus to make atonement for the dead by having sacrifices offered at 
the temple in Jerusalem. Here follows the account as found in 2 Maccabees 12:38-46. “Judas rallied 
his army and went to the city of Adullam. As the seventh day was approaching, they purified them-
selves according to custom and kept the Sabbath there. On the following day, since the task had now 
become urgent, Judas and his companions went to gather up the bodies of the fallen and bury them 
with their kindred in their ancestral tombs. But under the tunic of each of the dead they found amu-
lets sacred to the idols of Jamnia, which the law forbids the Jews to wear. So it was clear to all that 
this was why these men had fallen. They all therefore praised the ways of the Lord, the just judge 
who brings to light the things that are hidden. Turning to supplication, they prayed that the sinful 
deed might be fully blotted out. The noble Judas exhorted the people to keep themselves free from 
sin, for they had seen with their own eyes what had happened because of the sin of those who had 
fallen. He then took up a collection among all his soldiers, amounting to two thousand silver drach-
mas, which he sent to Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing this he acted in a very 
excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection in mind; for if he were not expecting 
the fallen to rise again, it would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he did 
this with a view to the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a 
holy and pious thought. Thus, he made atonement for the dead that they might be absolved from 
their sin.” Praying for the dead is a noble and pious act in light of the Resurrection. When we pray for 
our loved ones, we act in the same way. One of the chief reasons a funeral mass is so important is 
because the Mass is the representation of the saving work of Jesus Christ. It is his offering that we 
enter into at every Mass. Across time and space the fruit of Mass is to make Jesus’ saving death and 
resurrection present in our lives. Since it is his offering that saves us from our sins, to have Mass said 
for a loved one who has died is a great gift. Now it is true that we often have many Masses said for 
the dead. Is not one Mass sufficient? From an objective point of view one Mass is sufficient for it con-
tains the grace of salvation that is found in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. The atoning sacrifice is 
perfect. What remains imperfect is our appropriation of this mystery. Just as receiving communion 
has the capacity to make our souls full of grace, it is often the case that we are not yet capable of 
receiving the entirety of God’s love. This is where our prayers enter into the picture. We believe that 
God works through his creation, whether through angels, through nature, or through us, we are in-
struments for God. This means that our Lord delights in us as we dedicate our prayers and good 
works to Him for the benefit of both the living and the dead. This gives meaning to an important 
teaching found in St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians 1:24-27. “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your 
sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body, 
which is the church, of which I am a minister in accordance with God’s stewardship given to me to 
bring to completion for you the word of God, the mystery hidden from ages and from generations 
past. But now it has been manifested to his holy ones to whom God chose to make known the riches 
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; it is Christ in you, the hope for glory.” We must not 
forget to pray for our beloved dead especially in having Masses offered for them. If you would like to 
have a Mass offered for your loved one whether living or deceased, you can contact the Parish Office. 
Every Mass has what is known as a ministerial intention.” This intention can be for a person who is 
living, a person who is deceased, or for some other petition. For example, last Sunday the ministerial 
intention listed was “Celebrant’s Intention. I offered that “ministerial intention of that Mass for peace 
in Israel and Gaza. It is customary to offer a donation when a Mass is offered. The recommended 
donation is $7.00. Some people might offer a donation of $10 or even $20 as a Mass offering. Some-
times people will ask me to say a Mass and they may have little to offer except their own prayers. 
These donations defray the cost of the materials associated with saying Mass, such as the wine and 
bread, and other tangible elements of the Mass. The greatest form of prayer we have is the Mass, if 
someone has asked you to pray for them, it would be very noble and excellent to request a Mass to 
be said for them. When it comes to having a Mass offered for those living, birthdays and anniversary 
days are very apt days to have a formal Mass offered. What an amazing gift. For those who have died, 
it is good to have Masses for them offered on the anniversary date of their death, or a day close to 
their day of death. Every year on the anniversary of the deaths of past pastors such as Fr. Jeremiah 
Harrington, Fr. William Blum, Fr. Francis Nolan, Fr. Wallace Hermes, Fr. John McGrath, and Fr. Bob 
Zasacki, we have a Mass offered for them. As we remember these past priest and others for whom 
Masses are offered, we show love for them by our prayers even as we hope that they already enjoy 
the fullness of heavenly life. If you would like to have a Mass offered give the Parish a call, send an 
email, or stop by the Reception Desk to make arrangements. 

mailto:cshadmin@shrmn.org
mailto:fr.bpedersen@shrmn.org
mailto:jramsey@shrmn.org
mailto:bbrouillard@shrmn.org
mailto:mkruc@shrmn.org
mailto:bbrouillard@shrmn.org
mailto:fr.bpedersen@shrmn.org
mailto:jramsey@shrmn.org
mailto:rbrouillard@shrmn.org
mailto:bbrouillard@shrmn.org
mailto:kbursey@sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org
mailto:sbowback@sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org
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 . 

Administration 

Appointed Daily Readings 
Monday, Nov. 6- Saturday, Nov. 11 
Monday: Rom 11:29-36/Ps 69:30-31, 33-
34, 36/Lk 14:12-14  
Tuesday: Rom 11:29-36/Ps 69:30-31, 33-
34, 36/Lk 14:12-14  
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10/Ps 112:1b-2, 4
-5, 9/Lk 14:25-33  
Thursday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-
6, 8-9/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22   
Friday: Rom 15:14-21/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 
3cd-4/Lk 16:1-8  
Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27/Ps 
145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11/Lk 16:9-15   

Latin Mass Sunday Readings 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Epistle:  “Brethren: Be ye followers of 
me…” (Phil 3:17-21;4:1-3) 
Gradual: “Thou hast saved us…” (Ps 43:8
-9)    
Gospel: “At that time, as Jesus was 
speaking…” (Mt 9:18-26) 

Appointed Sunday Readings 
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time-11/5/2023 
First Reading: You have turned aside from 
the way, and have caused many to falter by 
your instruction. (Mal 2:8) 
Psalm: In you, Lord, I have found my peace. 
(Ps 131) 
Second Reading:  With such affection for 
you, we were determined to share with you 
not only the gospel of God, but our very 
selves as well, so dearly beloved had you 
become to us. (1Thes 2:8) 
Gospel:  “Therefore, do and observe all 
things whatsoever they tell you, 
    but do not follow their example. 
For they preach but they do not prac-
tice.” (Mt 23:3) 

Prayers of the Faithful 
Please remember In your  prayers:  
Those Who Are Ill: Michael Murry, Joann 
Radmacher Johnson  
 
  

With Chronic Health Concerns: 
Tom Ambrose, Brady Swenson, Mary Jo 
Faustgen, Andrea DeOtis, Medard Keisershot, 
Cody Binstock, Carol Borman, Kelly Van-
Schalk, Tori Prince, Joyce Hanauska 
 
Those Serving In Our Armed Forces: Sam 
Dahlgren-Castilla, Justin Rathbun,  Liam Greg-
ory, Jordan Reese, Andrew Gladitsch, Cathal 
& Cormac O’Connor, Lisette Knaeble, Zachary 
Wilhelmi, Lily Wilson, Joseph Eckman       
   
Those Who Have Died Recently:  

Stewardship-Your Commitment is Vital  !  

Collections for October 21-22, 2023 (week 17) Dollars # Donors  

  Sunday Envelope Collections  $5,245.00 63  

  Electronic Donations  $515.12 13  

  Plate (non envelope) Collections  $1,572.10    

Total Collections for week  17  $7,332.22 76  

Year-to-date Sunday Collections     

  This Year Last Year (Behind)  

Actual versus last year October 22, 2023 (week 17)  $194,907 $185,163 $9,744  
       

  This Year   Budget   (Behind)   

Actual versus Budget October 22, 2023 (week 17)  $194,907 $182,759 $12,148  

2024 Calendars 

2024 Calendars are now available at the main entrances of the church.  

“Thank You!” 

 A huge thank you to the Knights of Columbus and Men of Sacred Heart for all their work 
on the Mostaccioli Dinner.  The meal was fantastic and we appreciate all the work that 

goes into making that meal a success!  

December Blood Drive 

APPALACHIA 
Thanks you to all who donated to the Appalachia mission program. We 
want to add a special thanks to Tony and Terri Bangasser for taking  the 
boxes to Randolph, MN, which is the distribution center. So many people 
benefit from our Sacred Heart community’s kindness in giving, this holiday 
season. It is so appreciated. Sacred Heart Council of Catholic Women. 

Sacred Heart will be hosting a Blood Drive on December 1, 12-5pm   
Please see attached flyer on back of bulletin 



To Join Sacred Heart Parish 
If you are new to our community, or have 
been attending Mass here but have not yet 
joined Sacred Heart call 763-537-4561 or 
stop in the parish office to register. 
 

Sacrament of Initiation — RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
To join the Catholic Church call Bunny 
Brouillard in the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism for 
Infants and Children (RCIC) 
Baptism for Infants and young Children is 
celebrated on the first & third Sundays of 
the month at 1 PM. Pre-Baptism Class 
meets on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7 PM. To make arrangements call 
Bunny Brouillard in the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
If you are in High School or an Adult who 
has yet to receive Confirmation contact 
Matt Kruc or Bunny Brouillard in the Parish 
Office to make arrangements. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
If you or your child have not yet made your 
First Holy Communion contact Bunny 
Brouillard. If you are shut in and would like 
to receive Holy Communion contact 
Deacon Ramsey to make arrangements 
 

Sacrament of Penance  
See the schedule for confessions or contact 
Fr. Pedersen to make an appointment. To 
receive instruction on making a first 
confession contact the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing 
To make arrangements to receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick or Last Rites contact 
the Parish Office.  
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Registered Parishioners should call Father 
Pedersen or Deacon Ramsey at least 8 
months in advance of the wedding date to 
make arrangements. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Orders 
Catholic Men contact Fr. Pedersen or 
Deacon Ramsey for more information on 
joining the Diaconate or Priesthood.  
 

Sunday School 
Open to children ages 3 years through 
Kindergarten. Meets during the 10 AM 
Mass October through April. Please call 
Morgan Leisgang in the Parish Office. 
 

Religious Education 
For students grades 1—10. Meets Wed. 
evening 6:30pm—7:45pm, Oct. through 
April. Please call Morgan Leisgang or Matt 
Kruc in the Parish Office.  
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Sacred Heart Catholic School 

Sacred Heart Catholic School is participating in Give to the Max Day on No-
vember 16, 2023. 
We are raising funds to replace our gym floor. For over 50 years, students 
have experienced joy while playing and working together in our gymnasi-
um. Please consider a gift on Give to the Max Day to help us keep the gym-
nasium the hub of activity for another 50 years. 
https://www.givemn.org/organ.../Church-Of-The-Sacred-Heart-1 

 

Wreath Pick up    November 16-17  2:00-6:00 pm. 
Thank you for ordering your holiday decorations from Sacred Heart Catho-
lic School.   Please pick up your decorations on Nov. 16-17 from Fr. Peder-
sen’s garage. 
 
Save the Date-Annual Gala   
Please save Friday, February 9th for our annual gala.   Our theme this year 
is Denim & Diamonds.  We have some fun surprises planned for the even-
ing.   We look forward to a great night. 
 
Like our Facebook Page - Sacred Heart Catholic School Robbinsdale, MN 
Alumni/Parent 
http://www.facebook.com/SHCSRobbinsdale 
 Follow us on Twitter - https://twitter.com/SHCSRobbinsdal1 
 
 
 

https://www.givemn.org/organization/Church-Of-The-Sacred-Heart-1?fbclid=IwAR2lUwmGO3y8JN7dC3_0gLhD1YdRqfUVRBAYRgLJILKul5C95a0xuZ6Ki0g
http://www.facebook.com/SHCSRobbinsdale?ref=stream
http://www.facebook.com/SHCSRobbinsdale?ref=stream
http://www.facebook.com/SHCSRobbinsdale
https://twitter.com/SHCSRobbinsdal1
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Faith Formation 

Parish Prayer Line 
To be placed on the prayer line call  the 
Parish Office 763-537-4561. You can also 
send in your request via e-mail:  
cshadmin@shrmn.org  

  
  

Chapel Open for Prayer: 

• Monday: 8:30am-2:30pm 

• Tues.-Wed.:8:30am-4:30pm 

•  Friday: 8:30am-4:30pm 
  
 

Confessions 
Daily Tuesday-Saturday 7:40-7:55a.m. 

 Saturdays 3:00-3:45pm 
   

 Thursday Eucharistic Adoration 
 9:00am-8:30pm 

 

Mass Intentions 
 **This Schedule is subject to change** 
November 

Sun.   5     8:00 AM   Liz Hoeben+     
                10:00 AM   Parishioners                              
Latin       11:40 AM   Wayne T. Ertel+     
Mon.  6    8:00 AM   Communion Service 
Tues.  7    8:00 AM   Tim & Margie Moline     
Wed.  8    8:00 AM   Dan Fortin+ 
Thu.    9    8:00 AM   Virginia M. Anderson+     
Fri.     10   8:00 AM   Harrison Marceau     
Sat.    11   8:00 AM   Clients & Staff at Crystal  
                    Women’s Clinic     
                   4:00 PM   Tom Stienesson+     
Sun.   12   8:00 AM   Bernard Burke+     
                 10:00 AM   Parishioners                   
Latin        11:40 AM   Bill & Dorothy Poot+     

The Bible Timeline:  
The Story of Salvation  
Developed by Jeff Cavins 
Session 13: Divided King-
dom-Part 1 
 Divided Kingdom-Part 1:In 
this session we will look at the readings  
pertaining to the Northern Kingdom, Israel.  
Session 13 on Tuesday November 7    1:00pm or 7:00pm Sessions.  
 Questions call Bunny: Direct Line: 763-285-6247          contact@shrmn.org 

A Bible Study on the Luminous Mysteries 
After Mass on Saturday, November 11 and after the 8 and 10am 
Masses on Sunday November 12, in the Marian Rooms 
Session 3: The Proclamation of the Kingdom:  Have you ever want-
ed to grow in your understanding and devotion to the Luminous 
Mysteries of the Rosary? Join Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp as they sit down with profes-
sors at the Augustine Institute Graduate School to discuss the biblical roots of the Lumi-
nous Mysteries.  

Pre-Baptism Classes 

PRE-BAPTISM CLASSES 
Pre-Baptism Classes are offered at Sacred Heart on the Second 
Tuesday of the month. All parents are required to attend a pre-
baptism class before the Baptism of their first child or if it has been 
over three years since they last attended a pre-baptism class. Our next scheduled session is 
Tuesday November 14 at 7pm in the Activities Building. If you plan to attend this session, 
please call the Parish Office at 763-537-4561. 

News From Other Sources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presently the only Catholic adoption agency located in our Archdiocese, 
HFCAA was established October 19,  2001, 

with a mission inspired by Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 
to promote adoption as the loving answer to abortion. There is a great need to 

spread the word about this worthy non-profit organization, 
because it could make all the difference for someone facing 

an unplanned pregnancy, and for their unborn child. 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Office 

Mary L. Ball, JD, Executive Director 
St. Raphael’s Parish, 7301 Bass Lake Road, Crystal, MN 55428 

phone: 651-298-0133; 24-hour phone: 612-209-5869 
email: holyfamilyadoption@usfamily.net 

www.holyfamilyadoption.org 

mailto:cshadmin@shrmn.org
mailto:holyfamilyadoption@usfamily.net
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2F___http%3A%2F%2Fwww.holyfamilyadoption.org___.YXAzOmNzaDphOm86OGRmN2NlYTQ2ZTVlYmJmOTYwOTdhMmRiM2Y5NjY0MzU6Njo3YTI4OjFlZDU0MDkzZWQyNTc5YjFiM2ViMzAwMjhhZWY2NzA2YTE0ZDM3MDR
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Calendar of Events Respect Life Ministry 

Sunday, November 5– 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lions Club French Toast Breakfast 8am-Noon 
  7:30 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
10:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
11:40 AM   Latin Mass: Fr. Pedersen   
 

Monday, November 6– St. Leonard of Limoges, 558  
 7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
 8:00 AM   Communion Service 
                    Morning Prayer 
 

Tuesday, November 7– St. Willibrord, 739 
 7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
 7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
 8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen   
                   Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
 1:00 PM   Bible Timeline 
 7:00 PM   Bible Timeline 
 

Wednesday, November 8– Four Crowned Martyrs-
Severus, Severian, Carpophorus & Victorinus, 306 (Trad.)   
 7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
 7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
 8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen   
                   Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
 6:00 PM   Men’s Club Meeting 
 

Thursday, November 9– Feast of the Dedication of St. 
John Lateran Basilica in Rome (Trad.)   
 7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
 7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
 8:00 AM   Mass:  Fr. Pedersen 
                   Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
Adoration following Mass till 8:30 PM 
 

Friday, November 10– St. Andrew Avellino, 1608 (Trad.)  
  7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
                    Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
 

Saturday, November 11– St. Martin of Tours, 397 (Trad.)  
  7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
                    Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
  3:00 PM   Confessions till 3:45 PM 
  4:00 PM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
  5:00 PM   Adult Ed 
  5:15 PM   Vespers 
 

Sunday, November 12– 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Coffee and Donuts after 8 and 10am masses 
  7:30 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
  9:00 AM   Adult Ed   
10:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
11:00 AM   Adult Ed 
11:40 AM   Latin Mass: Fr. Pedersen   
   
Like and Follow the Church of the Sacred Heart 
on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/shrobbinsdale/ 

Days for Life Twin Cities Fall 2023 
*Closing Prayer Vigil – Sunday, November 5 

at 3:00 p.m. 
 Planned Parenthood, 671 Vandalia St, St. Paul, MN 55114 
Since 2007, 23,664 lives saved; 145 abortion centers closed; 

251 abortion workers quit!  
Praise the Lord! 

Sacred Heart Cenacle 

Sacred Heart Parish is forming a Prayer Group, meeting on the 
First Saturday of the Month.  

We will be praying for the conversion of our loved ones, children, 
grandchildren, relatives and friends. Come join us in community on 
November 4th at 8am Mass followed by the Rosary in the St. Joseph 
Room, to petition the Lord our God and ask for the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Children are welcome. Father Pedersen will 
be hearing confessions from 9-9:30am in church. 

NEAR 

Christmas Toy Distribution 
Make Christmas brighter for area children, youth, and teens as this pop-

ular NEAR event returns to the Crystal Community Center in mid-
December! Make donations of toys and gift items for boys and girls ages 
birth to 18 (with largest need from ages 9 to 18). Popular items include 
stuffed animals, gloves (youth/teen sizes), sports balls and gear, elec-

tronics, fleece throw blankets, and art kits. Monetary donations to NEAR 
for the even are also very helpful as they allow volunteers to catch the best sales and 
stretch every dollar! If writing a check, please note “Toy Distribution” in memo line.  

Recent Monthly NEAR Food Shelf Distribution Statistics for 2023 

 August September 

Households Served 490 444 

Pounds of Food Distribut- 64,904 56,564 
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