
 

4087 West Broadway • Robbinsdale, MN 55422 
Phone: 763-537-4561 

 

August 11, 2024 

Formed in His Heart, Serving with His Heart, Giving From His Heart 

Saturday—Lord’s Day Vigil 
4:00 PM Mass of Anticipation  

 

Sunday— The Lord’s Day 
  8:00 AM Mass 
10:00 AM  Mass 

11:40 AM Latin Mass  
 

Summer Schedule: 
June—August 

 

Daily Mass Times 
Monday: 
 8:00 AM Communion Service  
 followed by Lauds/Morning Prayer 
Tuesday:  
Vespers: 6:15 PM followed by 
Mass: 6:30 PM 
Wednesday — Saturday:  
8:00 AM Mass 
followed by Lauds/Morning Prayer 
 

Holy Day Mass Times 
  Consult the bulletin 
 

Penance and Reconciliation 
Tuesday:  
   5:30-6:10 PM 
Wednesday — Saturday: 
  7:40 — 7:55 AM 
Saturday Afternoon: 
3:00--3:45 PM Or by appointment  
  

Eucharistic Adoration 
The Sacred Heart Chapel is open for 
personal prayer and adoration before 
the monstrance on Thursdays from 
9:00 AM — 8:30PM.     
  

Parish Office Hours 
Monday  8:30 AM — Noon 
Tue.-Thurs. 8:30 AM—4:30 PM 
Friday: 8:30 AM—Noon 
 

Parish Web Site  
  www.shrmn.org 
 

Parish Phone: 763-537-4561 
 

Sacred Heart Catholic School 
  Pre-K through 8th grade 
  4050 Hubbard Avenue North 
  Robbinsdale, MN 55422 

School Web Site  
  sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org 

School Phone: 763-537-1329   
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Parish Directory  
Phone: 763-537-4561 
General Email: contact@shrmn.org 
 
Worship  
Priest, Fr. Bryan J.B. Pedersen….....ext. 6240 
fr.bpedersen@shrmn.org        763-285-6240 
Deacon, Dr. James Ramsey………….ext. 6244 
jramsey@shrmn.org                 763-285-6244 
Music, Jamie Schmidt ..……………….ext. 6287 
 jschmidt@shrmn.org              763-285-6287 
 

Faith Formation  
Director of Adult Faith Formation 
  Bunny Brouillard……………..……..…ext. 6247    
bbrouillard@shrmn.org         763-285-6247  
Confirmation Coordinator 
 Maggie Powell…………………………….ext. 6248 
 maggiep@shrmn.org              763-285-6248 
Faith Formation Associate 
  Morgan Leisgang…………...…………ext. 6246    

mleisgang@shrmn.org           763-2856246 
  

Pastoral Care  
Priest, Fr. Bryan J.B. Pedersen……..ext. 6240 

fr.bpedersen@shrmn.org     763-285-6240  
 Deacon, Dr. James Ramsey…..……ext. 6244          

jramsey@shrmn.org              763-285-6244 
 

Parish Administration  
Bus. Admin., Mary Daugherty………ext. 6241 
  mdaugherty@shrmn.org       763-285-6241 
Facility Manager and Maintenance 
  Mark Sazama……………...…………...ext.  6245 
  msazama@shrmn.org           763-285-6245 
Admin. Asst. Facility Sched., Bookkeeper 
  Audrey Gilbert…………...…………….ext. 6248 
  agilbert@shrmn.org            763-285-6248 
Sacramental Records 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Bunny Brouillard………………..…….ext. 6247 
  bbrouillard@shrmn.org       763-285-6247 
 

School 
Main Office: 763-537-1329 
Principal, Karen Bursey……..…………ext. 6255 
   kbursey@sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org 
Admin. Asst. Records,  
   Sarah Bowback………….………..….ext. 6257 
    sbowback@sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org 
 

The Church of the Sacred Heart is 
served by the clergy of the 
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis 
 

  Priest Staff:   Fr. Bryan J.B. Pedersen 
 
  Deacon:          Dr. James Ramsey 

 

 

mailto:cshadmin@shrmn.org
mailto:fr.bpedersen@shrmn.org
mailto:jramsey@shrmn.org
mailto:bbrouillard@shrmn.org
mailto:mkruc@shrmn.org
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mailto:fr.bpedersen@shrmn.org
mailto:jramsey@shrmn.org
mailto:rbrouillard@shrmn.org
mailto:bbrouillard@shrmn.org
mailto:kbursey@sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org
mailto:sbowback@sacredheartschoolrobbinsdale.org
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Administration 

Appointed Daily Readings 
Monday, August 12-Saturday, August 17 
Monday: Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c/Ps 148:1-2, 11-
12, 13, 14/Mt 17:22-27   
Tuesday: Ez 2:8—3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 
103, 111, 131/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14    
Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-
2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 18:15-20   
Thursday: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 
45:10, 11, 12, 16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-
56   
Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 
12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/Mt 19:3-12  
Saturday: Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32/Ps 
51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/Mt 19:13-15  

Latin Mass Sunday Readings 
12th Sunday After Pentecost 
Epistle: “Brethren: Such confidence we 
have through Christ towards God…” (II 
Cor 3:4-9) 
Gradual: “I will bless the Lord at all times; 
His praise shall ever be in my 
mouth…” (Ps 33:2,3) 
Gospel: “At that time, Jesus said to His 
disciples: Blessed are the eyes that see 
the things which you see…” (Lk 10:23-37)  

Appointed Sunday Readings 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time– 8/11/24 
First Reading: He got up, ate, and drank; then 
strengthened by that food, he walked forty days 
and forty nights to the mountain of God, Horeb. 
(1 Kgs 19:8) 
Psalm: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
(Ps 34) 
Second Reading: So be imitators of God, as 
beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved 
us. (Eph 5:1-2) 
Gospel: “I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live 
forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh 
for the life of the world.” (Jn 6:51) 

Prayers of the Faithful 
Please remember In your  prayers:  
Those Who Are Ill: 

With Chronic Health Concerns: 
Tom Ambrose, Brady Swenson, Andrea DeO-
tis, Medard Keisershot, Cody Binstock, Carol 
Borman, Kelly VanSchalk, Tori Prince, Joyce 
Hanauska, Lorraine Nelson, Tony Bangasser 
Those Serving In Our Armed Forces: Sam 
Dahlgren-Castilla, Justin Rathbun,  Liam Greg-
ory, Jordan Reese, Andrew Gladitsch, Cathal & 
Cormac O’Connor, Lisette Knaeble, Zachary 
Wilhelmi, Lily Wilson, Joseph Eckman, Chase 
Anderson  
Those Who Have Died Recently: Gloria Fey-
der 

Stewardship-Your Commitment is Vital  !  

Collections for  July 20 & 21, 2024 (week 3) Dollars # Donors  
  Sunday Envelope Collections $4,479.00 55  
  Electronic Donations $483.09 10  

  Plate (non envelope) Collections  $1,055.10    

Total Collections for week  3  $6,017.19 65  

Year-to-date Sunday Collections     

  This Year Last Year (Behind)  

Actual versus last year July 21, 2024 (week 3)  $50,938 $54,015 ($3,077)  
       
  This Year   Budget   (Behind)   
Actual versus Budget July 21, 2024 (week 3)  $50,938 $54,579 (3,641)  

Parish Registration 

Want to become an official parishioner of Sacred Heart? Well, now you can do it online! 
Visit https://shrmn.org/join-the-parish/, stop by or call the Parish Office (763) 537-4561, or scan 

the QR code to fill out a registration form!  

Fun Fest 

Gym Floor 

Welcome to Audrey Gilbert 

Please welcome Audrey Gilbert as Sacred Heart’s new Administrative Assistant.  She is re-
placing Maggie Powell who is moving to Duluth. Audrey has already been working behind 
the scenes in the Parish Office assisting with Accounts Payable. She will continue in this 
role and will also be at the main reception desk Wednesday-Friday. Monica Thibault will 
continue to be at the reception desk on Monday and Tuesday. Please stop by and intro-
duce yourself to Audrey.  Welcome Audrey and thank you to both Audrey and Monica for 
filling this important role at the reception desk. 

Watch your mail in the next couple of weeks for Fun Fest Raffle Tickets. The raffle ticket 
sales are a huge part of the overall income raised for the annual fall Fun Fest. If you can 
buy or sell all 40 tickets that would be amazing and much appreciated!  Watch upcoming 
flocknotes for more details. Remember to tell your friends and family that Designer Purse 
Bingo is back this year – 2-4pm - $30 for 10 games. 

Our new gym floor project is progressing very well.  The new center logo was recently ap-
plied.  Stop by and check out the new floor – it looks amazing!  We are in the process of 
reviewing several other items for the gym to enhance the athletic, school performances 
and other event experiences in our gym.  More details to follow soon! 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

This Thursday, August 15th, is the Solemnity of The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
This is a Holy Day of Obligation that celebrates the Blessed Virgin Mary’s body being taken 
up to Heaven. Please join us for a Mass of Anticipation on Wednesday, August 14th at 
5:30pm OR on Thursday, August 15th at 8:00am, Noon, or 5:30pm (Latin Mass). THERE 
WILL BE NO ADORATION ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 15TH.  



To Join Sacred Heart Parish 
If you are new to our community, or have 
been attending Mass here but have not yet 
joined Sacred Heart call 763-537-4561 or 
stop in the parish office to register. 
 

Sacrament of Initiation — RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
To join the Catholic Church call Bunny 
Brouillard in the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism for 
Infants and Children (RCIC) 
Baptism for Infants and young Children is 
celebrated on the first & third Sundays of 
the month at 1 PM. Pre-Baptism Class 
meets on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7 PM. To make arrangements call 
Bunny Brouillard in the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
If you are in High School or an Adult who 
has yet to receive Confirmation contact 
Bunny Brouillard in the Parish Office to 
make arrangements. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
If you or your child have not yet made your 
First Holy Communion contact Bunny 
Brouillard. If you are shut in and would like 
to receive Holy Communion contact 
Deacon Ramsey to make arrangements 
 

Sacrament of Penance  
See the schedule for confessions or contact 
Fr. Pedersen to make an appointment. To 
receive instruction on making a first 
confession contact the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing 
To make arrangements to receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick or Last Rites contact 
the Parish Office.  
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Registered Parishioners should call Father 
Pedersen or Deacon Ramsey at least 8 
months in advance of the wedding date to 
make arrangements. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Orders 
Catholic Men contact Fr. Pedersen or 
Deacon Ramsey for more information on 
joining the Diaconate or Priesthood.  
 
 

Religious Education 
For students grades 1—10. Meets Wed. 
evening 6:30pm—7:45pm, Oct. through 
April. Please call Morgan Leisgang in the 
Parish Office.  
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Sacred Heart Catholic School 

We are accepting school supplies donations! Listed below are commonly needed items 
that will be put to much use this school year. Thank you! 

• 24 count crayons 

• Washable Thick Markers 

• Colored Pencils 

• #2 Pencils 

• Blue/Black Ball Point Pens 

• Elmers Glue/Glue Sticks 

• Dry Erase Markers 

• Copy Paper-white and colored paper 

• Ziploc bags-pint and gallon sizes 

• Kleenex 
 
Brady Swenson was a former stu-
dent at Sacred Heart Catholic 
School that was seriously hurt in a 
drunken driving accident before 
school about 4 years ago. The 
Swenson's started this fun golf 
tournament as a way to give back 
to the many families that support-
ed their family after the accident. 
Please consider golfing, donating 
a silent auction basket or donating 
to this wonderful event. 
 
Set up a Tour and Explore our 
PreK-8th grade program at Sacred 
Heart-We are scheduling personal-
ized tours this summer. We have 
openings in our PreK program for 3 
and 4 year olds, along with grades 
K-8. Come in and explore our Be-
lieve and Read program that focuses on the Orton-Gillingham instructional methods.  
Learn how our integrated faith lessons combined with our C-STEM program enrich our 
academic program each day.  We are preparing our students for 21st Century skills called 
the 4 C’s:  Creativity, Critical Thinking, Collaboration, and Communication. Call the school 
office to schedule a tour, 763.537.1329. 
 
Aim Higher tuition scholarships available for students in K-8----Due August 26, 2024 
We encourage families to apply for a tuition scholarship thru TADS. We want to support 
your family in making a Catholic education affordable for your child(ren).  
SCHOLARSHIP DETAILS- Scholarships are awarded in the amount of $1,000 to students, K-
8, who meet the need- based criteria determined by the Aim Higher Foundation. The 
scholarship follows students through 8th grade and to other Catholic schools in this Arch-
diocese.  
1. Visit https://www.mytads.com/ Click on the purple "Financial Aid Assessment" 
2. Create a new account or login to an existing one. 
3. Begin filling in the application. 
4. Submit the application by August 11, 2023. 
 
Like our Facebook Page - Sacred Heart Catholic School Robbinsdale, MN Alumni/Parent 
http://www.facebook.com/SHCSRobbinsdale 
 Follow us on Twitter - https://twitter.com/SHCSRobbinsdal1 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.mytads.com/___.YXAzOmNzaDphOm86NDQ2ZDc2NTM1MDQ4M2RkZGYxN2VlNDNjMWQ3NDBlZWU6Njo2MDY2OmM1ZWM3ZjMwNjViODI5NzFmMDg0OTJmZmM0MTEwNWMyYTA0NzIxM2MzMDE4OGJkMzFjODQzODY0Y2NiNmM2ZGY6cDpUOk4
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http:/www.facebook.com/SHCSRobbinsdale?ref=stream___.YXAzOmNzaDphOm86NDQ2ZDc2NTM1MDQ4M2RkZGYxN2VlNDNjMWQ3NDBlZWU6Njo5YWM4OjFmNTRiNWQ0NmJlNzhmNDQyZjRhMWM2MmIyYzU4YmM3NzA5NWM3ZDY1Mjk1YzIzZWEwYTFjZDNkMmE5OWMwYTA6cDpUOk4
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http:/www.facebook.com/SHCSRobbinsdale___.YXAzOmNzaDphOm86NDQ2ZDc2NTM1MDQ4M2RkZGYxN2VlNDNjMWQ3NDBlZWU6Njo1NjdlOjJjYTMzMGQ0MDU0ZmVlMDY2NGExNWIzOTVlNzFkZjAwYjlhNDY4YzI2NmM4NjU1NDkzY2ExNTRhMTQxZDQxMTg6cDpUOk4
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/twitter.com/SHCSRobbinsdal1___.YXAzOmNzaDphOm86NDQ2ZDc2NTM1MDQ4M2RkZGYxN2VlNDNjMWQ3NDBlZWU6Njo1MmY4OmIwMGYyYzhiYTkzODFlM2NiOWNmNTJiN2UwZmI0MzgzMmI0OTQwOWM3OThhYzYwYzMzYjExODE1N2NhZDY5ZTM6cDpUOk4
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Parish Prayer Line 
To be placed on the prayer line call  the 
Parish Office 763-537-4561. You can also 
send in your request via e-mail:  
cshadmin@shrmn.org  

 

Chapel Open for Prayer: 

• Monday: 8:30am-12:30pm 

• Tues.-Wed.:8:30am-4:30pm 

•  Friday: 8:30am-12:30pm 
  
 

Confessions 
Tuesdays 5:30-6:00pm 

Daily Wednesday-Saturday 7:40-7:55am 
 Saturdays 3:00-3:45pm 

   

 Thursday Eucharistic Adoration 
 9:00am-8:30pm 

 

  

Mass Intentions 
 **This Schedule is subject to change** 
August 

Sun.  11  8:00 AM   Parishioners 
              10:00 AM   Harold Thibault+  
Latin     11:40 AM   Roberta Garcia-Carbarin           
Mon. 12 8:00 AM   Communion Service 
Tues. 13  6:30 PM   Jeannine McDonald+    
Wed. 14  8:00 AM   Mike Ahles 
                 5:30 PM   Austin Romel Brown+ 
Thu.  15  8:00 AM   Germaine Frances Kuglin+ 
                              NOON     Carol Borman 
Latin        5:30 PM   Philip Andrzejek+   
Fri.  16    8:00 AM   Dorthea Jude+ 
Sat.  17   8:00 AM   Renae & Adam Desutter    
                 4:00 PM   Joseph Perlick+ 
Sun.  18  8:00 AM   Parishioners    
              10:00 AM   Carlyle Richter+                   
Latin     11:40 AM   Roberta Garcia-Carbarin 

Pre-Baptism Classes 

PRE-BAPTISM CLASSES 
Pre-Baptism Classes are offered at Sacred Heart on the Second Tues-
day of the month. All parents are required to attend a pre-baptism 
class before the Baptism of their first child or if it has been over 
three years since they last attended a pre-baptism class. Our next scheduled session is 
Tuesday September 10 at 7pm in the Activities Building. If you plan to attend this session, 
please call the Parish Office at 763-537-4561. 

Walk for Life  

THANK YOU for helping 
the Knights of Columbus 

#3656 TEAM  
raise $6,063 for the Crystal 
Women's Clinic “Walk for 

Life”  
on August 3, 2024 at 

French Regional Park. 
As of Aug 5th, 110% of the 
overall goal of $75,000.00 

has been received. 
 

Founded in 1992 in Robbinsdale and relocated to Crystal in 2023,  
The Crystal Women’s Center provides compassionate and free care to women facing un-

planned pregnancies at all stages of their pregnancy.  Because of individual support, CWC 
has been able to save 4,487 babies. 

News From Other Sources 

Catholic Q&A 
Question:  
I’ve heard that faith is a theological virtue. What does that mean? 
Answer:  
To say a virtue is theological means that it comes as a gift from God. St. Thomas Aquinas, a 
Dominican monk who crafted the famous arguments for the existence of God, wrote: “This 
alone is the true knowledge of God: to know that God is beyond knowing.” God is trans-
cendent. This word comes from the Latin “transcendere,” meaning “to climb beyond.” 
When something is transcendent, it exists beyond our normal range of experience. Philoso-
pher Peter Kreeft put it simply: “God is always more.”  While God created us in His image 
and likeness, too often we re-create Him in ours. We project our deepest hopes, our sub-
liminal fears, and our hidden dreams, and conjure up our own image of what God could be. 
Yet God can never be limited to our own perception of Him. That’s where faith comes in. 
We read in the Catechism that “faith is the theological virtue by which we believe in God 
and believe all that He has said and revealed to us and all that the Holy Church proposes for 
our belief” (CCC 1814). We can know God through reason, to a point. As human beings, we 
want to know and understand the world around us, but God isn’t in the world around us. 
He’s beyond it. The best way to come to know God is not through our own clever mental 
maneuvering, but through trusting in God’s revelation of Himself. We might think we know 
who God is, but the only way we can have any idea is if we trust, through the virtue of faith, 
who He has revealed Himself to be. 

Prayer of Memory-Dear Lord, Don’t let me forget the ways You’ve fought for me through-
out history. You have been in my life in endless ways and words. May these memories com-
fort and encourage me now and always.  
Amen.  

mailto:cshadmin@shrmn.org
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Calendar of Events 

Sunday, August 11  19h Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Coffee & Donuts after 8 &10 am Masses 
  7:30 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
10:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
11:40 AM   Latin Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
 

Monday, August 12–  St. Clare of Assisi , 1253 (Trad.) 
 8:00 AM   Communion Service 
 

Tuesday, August 13– Sts. Hippoluthus, 235
(Trad.) 
 5:30 PM   Confessions in the Chapel  
 6:10 PM   Sung Vespers in Choir Stalls 
 6:30 PM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen   
 

Wednesday, August 14– Vigil of the Assump-
tion, 362 (Trad.) 
 7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
 7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
 8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen   
                   Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
 5:30 PM   Vigil Mass: Fr. Pedersen  
 7:00 PM   4 Pillars Men’s Synod Group Meeting 
 

Thursday, August 15– The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary– Holy Day of Obligation 
(Trad.)  

NO ADORATION 
 7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
 7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
 8:00 AM   Mass:  Fr. Pedersen 
                   Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
12:00 PM  “Low” Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
  5:30 PM   Latin Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
 

Friday, August 16-  St Joachim, 1st C (Trad.) 
  7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
                    Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
 

Saturday, August 17– St. Hyacinth, 1257 (Trad.) 
  7:35 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  7:40 AM   Confessions till 7:55 AM 
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
                    Morning Prayer to follow Mass 
 9:00 AM   Synod Group Meeting 
  4:00 PM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
  5:15 PM   Vespers 
 

Sunday, August 18-  20th  Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
  7:30 AM   Rosary Prayed  
  8:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen    
10:00 AM   Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
11:40 AM   Latin Mass: Fr. Pedersen 
 

Like and Follow the Church of the Sacred Heart on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/shrobbinsdale/ 

NEAR Food Shelf 

Multiple Ways to Donate to NEAR: 

• Mail a check to NEAR Food Shelf, 5209 West Broadway Ave, Crystal, MN 55429 

• Give Cash or check to your church office to be mailed to NEAR 

• Visit nearfoodshelf.org to make an electronic donation via the Give to the Max icon 
on the left side of the page 

Future Events: Watch for more information to come on the following 

• Robbinsdale Meet and Greet– September 2024 

• Faith & Blue Fall Festival– October 

• Robbinsdale Give and Get– October 

• Holiday Toy Distribution– December 

Rosary Gems 

“The rosary is a teacher of life, a teacher full of gentleness and love, where 
people beneath the gaze of Mary, almost without noticing, discover they 
are being slowly educated in preparation for the second life, that which is 
authentic life, for it is not destined to end in a very few years, but to go un-
to eternity.  Blessed Bartolo Longo, The Apostle of the Rosary 1841-1926 

(Practicing) Catholic 

Murmurings 
When people whisper, what they whisper usually is not flattering. It’s also usually not 
accurate. If it was either of these things, it probably wouldn’t have to be whispered. 
“Stop murmuring among yourselves,” Jesus tells the community in today’s Gospel, and I 
think I detect a hint of impatience in his voice — or is that just my own bias? Maybe, 
maybe not. But it’s true that what they were whispering about wasn’t particularly 
flattering, and it also wasn’t very accurate: Did you hear what he said? That he’s the 
bread of life? Do they disbelieve, or are they simply confused? Resentful? Afraid? Over-
whelmed? We don’t know, but we do know that they’re not bringing their questions 
into the open. They’re whispering them, trading them secretly, like contraband candy. 
We know this guy. Who does he think he is? Well, if you ask me… And then we get to 
what is usually the true purpose of a whispered opinion: the desire to make oneself out 
as the correct and unchallenged judge of the matter at hand. In many ways, we have 
become a Church of murmurers. Did you see what Bishop So-and-So said to Such-and-
Such newspaper? Did you hear what Fr. Whatshisname said in his homily? Who does he 
think he is? Well, if you ask me…Perhaps it was always this way, even before modern 
times. Perhaps this Gospel shows us that this is no new thing. Today, we see Jesus re-
spond to his sulking critics by drawing their attention back to the truth at the heart of his 
teaching. Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me. And that 
is the end of their murmuring. The truth is like a brick wall, and it knocks them over — or 
rather they, hurling themselves against it, knock themselves over. “I am the living bread 
that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever.” — John 6:51 
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